
Lake Sherwood volunteers are working to remove dead trees and brush from Sherwood Forest 

In an effort to make this property a valuable asset to be used by our property owners, the Conservation 

Committee began a clean-up effort beginning in 2010.  The property had severe infections of oak wilt 

and the scattered dead and down trees made passage through the area nearly impossible.  Grant 

funding has been secured every year from the WI DNR from their Wildfire Hazard Mitigation Program.  

While Lake Sherwood residents provide volunteer 

labor to this clean-up effort, the Grant reimburses 

expenses for equipment use, including ATVs, 

chainsaws, tractors, and some commercially 

contracted equipment. 

We schedule clean-up work days twice each year, in 

mid-April and late October.  This allows cutting 

outside of the oak-wilt season which runs from mid-

April to the beginning of September.  The work 

effort lasts for about three hours and is followed by 

a social lunch at the grill.   

 

The Hazard Mitigation Grant has been 

contributing funding of $2,000 - $3,000 each year.  

The volunteer labor is a match for the grant 

funding and is valued at over $20 an hour.  The 

wood that is removed from Sherwood Forest is 

hauled away by the Town of Rome, whose 

expenses are reimbursed from the grant.  The 

volunteer work force is vital to this effort and 

greater community participation would be most 

welcome. 

In the near future, the Conservation Committee will 

be developing a Master Plan for the Sherwood 

Forest property.  At that time, we will either seek a 

long term Management Agreement with the Town of 

Rome, or request that the property be returned to 

the Lake Sherwood Property Association.   

Your ideas for the future development of the 

property are important.  Become involved with the 

Conservation Committee’s planning effort as we 

move forward.  We want to decide whether to 



create a parking area, walking trails, benches, or a picnic area, and where any improvements are best 

located on the site.  Additionally, we want to consider plantings of trees, shrubs, and wildflowers that 

will add to the beauty and diversity of the area for our collective enjoyment. 
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